
NEW MEXICO’S WORKFORCE  
  
Demographics  
New Mexico’s population is estimated to be 1.9 
million.  It was one of the fastest growing 
states in the 1990s, with a 20 percent 
population increase.  That growth is a pattern 
in the western states that continues.                                  

Population Percent
Under 5 years 134,401 7.0%

5 to 13 years 237,888 12.3%

14 to 17 years 117,193 6.1%

18 to 24 years 209,184 10.8%

16 years and over 1,497,629 77.7%

18 years and over 1,438,902 74.6%

15 to 44 years 799,309 41.4%

45 to 64 years 492,957 25.6%

65 years and over 234,902 12.2%

85 years and over 27,516 1.4%

Total 1,928,384 100.0%

New Mexico by Age Group: 2005

Source: US Census Bureau, Estimates of Population

  
Like most of the Western United States, New 
Mexico is a young state, with a median age of 
34.6.  It is almost evenly divided between male 
and female population.  The chart at the right 
shows a breakdown of age groups from the 
2005 population estimate. 
  
There are now four metropolitan statistical areas in the state, according to the U. S. 
Census Bureau (with 2006 population estimates): 

o Albuquerque (Bernalillo, Sandoval and Valencia Counties) – 816,811 
o Farmington (San Juan County) – 126,473 
o Las Cruces (Doña Ana County) – 193,888 
o Santa Fe (Santa Fe County) – 142,407 

 
There are also thirteen micropolitan statistical areas, listed below with 2006 
population estimates: 

o Alamogordo (Otero County) – 62,744 
o Clovis (Curry County) – 45,513 
o Deming (Hidalgo County) – 27,205 
o Española (Rio Arriba County) – 40,949 
o Gallup (McKinley County) – 71,875 
o Grants (Cibola County) – 27,481 
o Las Vegas (San Miguel County) – 29,325 
o Los Alamos (Los Alamos County) – 19,022 
o Portales (Roosevelt County) – 18,291 
o Roswell (Chaves County) – 62,474 
o Ruidoso (Lincoln County) – 21,223 
o Silver City (Grant County) – 29,792 

  
Racial and ethnic diversity is a defining feature of New Mexico’s social landscape.  In 
the Census 2000 New Mexico and California were the only two states in which no single, 
major racial/ethnic group comprises a majority of the state’s population.  New Mexico 
continues to have the largest concentration (42%) of Hispanics among the states and 
the second largest concentration (9.5%) of persons who identify only as American Indian 
or Alaskan Native among the states.  New Mexico, along with Hawaii and, more 
recently, California are the only states in which Anglos comprise less than 50% of the 
total population.  
 
Four-page Census 2000 demographic profiles for New Mexico, its counties, communities and 
Native American Tribes can be found on the department web site: www.goNM.biz .  

http://www.gonm.biz/


Education Availability  
New Mexico offers abundant opportunities in higher education.  The state’s three 
largest colleges offer excellence in both research and academia.  
  
Over 30,000 students attend University of New Mexico’s (UNM) main and branch 
campuses.  UNM boasts an outstanding faculty that includes a Nobel Laureate, a 
MacArthur Fellow and several members of the national academies.  The college offers 
88 certificates, 97 associate degrees, 145 bachelor’s degrees, 83 master’s degrees, 42 
doctoral degrees, and three professional degrees.  
  
New Mexico State University (NMSU) is ranked by the Carnegie Foundation in the top 
research category, Research-Extensive.  Eighty-four percent of the full-time faculty 
hold earned doctoral degrees and the faculty-student ratio is 1 to 19.  NMSU offers 73 
bachelor’s degrees, 51 master’s degrees and 24 doctoral degrees.  
  
New Mexico Tech is also an outstanding research institution, specializing in the areas of 
science, engineering and related fields.  It is a world leader in many areas of research 
including hydrology, astrophysics, atmospheric physics, geophysics, homeland security, 
information technology, geosciences, energetic materials engineering, and petroleum 
recovery.  
  
The depth, variety and geographic range of colleges and universities provide 
opportunities to excel throughout the state.  Post-secondary institutions or their 
branches are found in the following communities:  
  
Alamogordo     
Albuquerque 
Carlsbad    
Clovis      
Dona Ana    
Espanola/El Rito     
Farmington    
Gallup      
Grants      
Hobbs      
Las Cruces     
Las Vegas      

Los Alamos     
Los Lunas  
Portales 
Rio Rancho  
Roswell  
Ruidoso  
Santa Fe  
Silver City 
Socorro 
Taos  
Tucumcari 

 
 
Following is a spreadsheet of public universities and colleges serving New Mexico.   
Additional information is available from the New Mexico Higher Education Department: 
http://hed.state.nm.us/. 
 
  
  
  
 
   
 

http://hed.state.nm.us/


Research Universities Location Enrollment Web Site
New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology Socorro 1,888 www.nmt.edu
New Mexico State University Las Cruces 16,079 www.nmsu.edu
University of New Mexico Albuquerque 26,024 www.unm.edu

Comprehensive Institutions
Eastern New Mexico University Portales 4,055 www.enmu.edu
New Mexico Highlands University Las Vegas 3,484 www.nmhu.edu
North New Mexico College Espanola/El Rito 2,196 www.nnmc.edu
Western New Mexico University Silver City 2,844 www.wnmu.edu

Branch Community Colleges and Instructional Centers
ENMU-Roswell Branch Roswell 4,216 www.roswell.enmu.edu
ENMU-Ruidoso Branch Ruidoso 674 www.ruidoso.enmu.edu
NMSU-Alamogordo Branch Alamogordo 2,035 www.alamo.nmsu.edu
NMSU-Carlsbad Branch Carlsbad 1,267 www.cavern.nmsu.edu
NMSU-Dona Ana Branch Dona Ana 6,857 dabcc-www.nmsu.edu
NMSU-Grants Branch Grants 664 www.grants.nmsu.edu
UNM-Gallup Branch Gallup 2,936 www.gallup.unm.edu
UNM-Los Alamos Branch Los Alamos 816 www.la.unm.edu
UNM-Taos Branch Taos 1,302 www.unm.edu/~taos/
UNM-Valencia Branch Los Lunas 1,739 www.unm.edu/~unmvc/

Independent Public Community Colleges
Central New Mexico Community College Albuquerque 24,057 www.tvi.cc.nm.us
Clovis Community College Clovis 3,937 www.clovis.edu
Luna Community College Las Vegas 2,034 www.luna.cc.nm.us
Mesalands Community College Tucumcari 648 www.mesalands.edu
New Mexico Junior College Hobbs 3,104 www.nmjc.cc.nm.us
San Juan College Farmington 8,993 www.sanjuancollege.edu
Santa Fe Community College Santa Fe 5,412 www.sfccnm.edu

Constitutional Special Schools
New Mexico Military Institute Roswell 493 www.nmmi.cc.nm.us
New Mexico School for the Deaf Santa Fe www.nmsd.k12.nm.us
New Mexico School for the Blind and Visually 
Impaired Albuquerque www.nmsbvi.k12.nm.us
Source: New Mexico Higher Education Department (Fall 2005 enrollment numbers)
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Occupational Wage Comparisons for 2005
SOC Code# Occupation New Mexico Arizona Nevada Oklahoma Texas Utah

11.1021

General & Operations 

Managers $32.77 $35.28 $42.17 $28.09 $37.50 $34.22

11.3021

Computer & Information 

Systems Managers $35.91 $40.97 $40.37 $38.46 $46.52 $39.71
11.3031 Financial Managers $29.74 $36.15 $36.61 $30.47 $39.99 $33.74

11.3051

Industrial Production 

Managers $30.53 $36.69 $34.29 $28.99 $40.70 $35.81

11.3071

Transportation, Storage & 

Distribution Managers $28.84 $26.63 $32.49 $26.38 $32.91 $27.93
13.2011 Accountants & Auditors $21.52 $22.80 $23.10 $20.73 $24.29 $22.77

15.1032

Computer Software 

Engineers, Systems 

Software $41.88 $36.40 $35.42 $29.72 $39.15 $34.82

15.1041

Computer Support 

Specialists $16.98 $20.13 $15.90 $13.71 $18.95 $16.75
17.2011 Aerospace Engineers $45.77 $42.19 $51.41 $36.58 $41.58 NA

17.2072

Electronics Engineers, 

Except Computer $40.45 $35.19 $33.26 $35.06 $35.82 $36.03
17.2141 Mechanical Engineers $34.79 $33.82 $32.48 $31.17 $34.60 $34.20

17.3023

Electrical & Electronic 

Engineering Technicians $24.76 $20.61 $21.37 $22.07 $24.08 $23.11
19.1029 Biological Scientists $29.55 $27.19 $26.85 $26.18 $27.05 $27.87
19-2031 Chemists $26.07 $23.93 $27.05 $24.12 $25.79 $24.38

41.4011

Sales Representatives, 

Wholesale & 

Manufacturing, Technical & 

Scientific Products $25.75 $21.13 $31.58 $21.90 $29.83 $28.43

43.3031

Bookkeeping, Accounting 

& Auditing Clerks $12.34 $13.70 $13.48 $12.58 $13.40 $13.01

43.5071

Shipping, Receiving & 

Traffic Clerks $10.88 $9.22 $12.63 $11.58 $11.08 $10.99

43.5081

Stock Clerks & Order 

Fillers $9.06 $9.10 $10.37 $8.76 $9.52 $10.03

51.2022

Electrical & Electronic 

Equipment Assemblers $10.27 $12.52 $11.07 $12.97 $12.26 $10.02
51.4041 Machinists $17.94 $16.60 $17.11 $15.46 $15.08 $17.21

53.3032

Truck Drivers, Heavy & 

Tractor-Trailer $14.56 $16.20 $18.40 $14.68 $15.07 $16.55
Note: Wages are for median hourly; Data released on May 24, 2006
Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Occupational Employment Statistics



Worker's Compensation Premium Rate Rankings for 2004
Ranking State Index Rate Ranking State Index Rate

1 California 6.08 26 New Mexico 2.56
2 Alaska 4.39 27 Wyoming 2.43
3 Florida 4.20 28 New Jersey 2.38
4 Hawaii 3.73 29 Michigan 2.34
5 Ohio 3.59 30 Colorado 2.33
6 Kentucky 3.48 31 Northa Carolina 2.32
7 Delaware 3.44 32 Wisconsin 2.27
8 Montana 3.41 33 Idaho 2.25
9 Louisiana 3.37 34 Washington 2.20
10 Connecticut 3.23 35 Mississippi 2.19
11 New Hampshire 3.19 36 Georgia 2.14
12 Maine 3.08 37 Nebraska 2.10
13 Texas 3.08 38 South Carolina 2.08
14 Oklahoma 3.07 39 Maryland 2.06
15 Rhode Island 3.01 40 South Dakota 2.05
16 Vermont 2.99 41 Oregon 2.05
17 New York 2.97 42 Iowa 1.91
18 Alabama 2.88 43 Kansas 1.81
19 Pennsylvania 2.82 44 Massachusetts 1.70
20 Minnesota 2.74 45 Utah 1.63
21 Missouri 2.67 46 Virginia 1.57
22 Illinois 2.65 47 Arkansas 1.57
23 West Virginia 2.64 48 Arizona 1.49
24 Tennessee 2.62 49 Indiana 1.24
25 Nevada 2.58 50 North Dakota 1.06

Source: Oregon Worker's Compensation Permium Rate Rankings, April 2005

Additional data on New Mexico's workforce can be found at the New Mexico
Department of Labor's web site: http://www.dol.state.nm.us/
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